
Bible Study 
Discussion Guide

featuring Dr. Paul L. Maier



How We Got The Bible featuring Dr. Paul L. Maier

The story of  the Bible has been called “The Greatest Story Ever Told.” But did you ever wonder where the Bible came from? Who 

wrote it? Why did they write it? Who decided which books to include? In this study, Dr. Paul Maier travels to The Bible Museum in 

Goodyear, Arizona, to take a look at how we got the Bible.

Getting The Most From This Discussion Guide

Having Dif!culty Making The Web Links Work?

Log on to 1) www.lhmmen.com/studies.as .

2) 

3) 

4) 

Find this study guide, then click the “download now” button.5) 

6) 

7) 

8) 

To This Discussion Guide User Men’s
NetWork

Men’s NetWork so we can adjust future editions of  this

discussion guide. Thank you.

Please send changes to mensnetwork@lhm.org.

 ………………………………

 ……………………………

   ……………………………

  ……………………………

 ……………………………

Digging Deeper: The Dead Sea Scrolls
Suggested Links: www…
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Terms You Will Hear In This Study:

Autographs

Codex

Manuscripts

Papyrus

Parchment

Scriptorium

Scroll

Septuagint

Vellum

Vulgate

MEN’S NETWORK   2



Lesson 1: The World’s Most Important Book

Opening Prayer: 

Watch The Video: Lesson 1 

Where Do You Stand On The Bible?

Do you think the Bible is relevant to life in the 21
st
 century? Why or why not?

What do you think the Bible is all about? What do you think it tries to teach us?

If  the Bible we read today is different from the original words in which it was written would that make any difference to you?  

  Why or why not?

Read Psalm 119:89-105.
89 

 

 

91 
 

92 
 

93 
 

94 
 

95 
The wicked lie in wait to destroy me, 

96 
 

97 
 

   It is my meditation all the day.

The Muslim Objection To The Bible
In his day, Muhammad claimed the Old and New Testaments were authentic. After his death, Muslims came 

more information about Islam, see the Men’s NetWork Bible studies “The Challenge of  Islam” 

) and 

). 
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http://www.lhmmen.com/studydetail.asp?id=11684
http://www.lhmmen.com/studydetail.asp?id=11684
http://www.lhmmen.com/studydetail.asp?id=12218
http://www.lhmmen.com/studydetail.asp?id=12218


98 
 

   for it is ever with me.

99 
I have more understanding than all my teachers, 

I understand more than the aged, 

I hold back my feet from every evil way, 

 

 

 

   therefore I hate every false way. 

 

or changed. But sooner or later they all discovered that a changeable man 

has no business making unchangeable laws. (See how a reluctant king had to 

1. 

this world. 

 

 

 

Closing Prayer:
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Original Autographs: How Were The Books Of The Bible First Written?

)

( ) Writers could 

when 

  )

Other Information:           
The Dif )

l

)

)

 ) 

)

Chapter And Verse: 

Digging Deeper: Bible Images
This site ( /
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Facts And Figures: 
million letters. 

http://video.yahoo.com/watch/3965726/10762482
http://www.archives.gov/preservation/formats/paper-vellum.html
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/history/video/ancient_sumerians.html
http://www.pbs.org/opb/historydetectives/video/3_history_writing.html
http://www.childrenofthecode.org/Tour/c5/bigbang.htm
http://www.childrenofthecode.org/Tour/c5/viral.htm
http://christdesert.org/Monastic_Studies/Scriptoria/index.html
http://www.bibles-online.net/
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Lesson 2: Can We Be Con!dent In The Bible?

Opening Prayer: 

Name. Amen.

The Da Vinci Code? What does it say about the Bible?

Watch The Video: Lesson 2  

The Bible Under Attack

by these attacks.  

Read 2 Peter 1:1-21.

 1

 
2

 
3

 
4

 
5

 
6

 7
  and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love. 

 8

 9
  For wh

  never fall. 

 11
  For in this w

 12
  T

 13

 14

 15 

 16

 17

 18 

 19

 21



 

  clever stories?

  the Bible? 

 

 

  way you look at the Bible?

become untrue.

 

  long as you are sincere?

               cannot change God’s truth?

Closing Prayer: 
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Digging Deeper: Divine Inspiration

)

Dig Deeper: The Effect Of False Presuppositions
).

th
  

  schirrmacher/rationalism.html).

).

Digging Deeper: Errors In The Da Vinci Code

(Dr. Paul Maier).

).

Why does o The Da Vinci Code
failing to weigh the evidence?

Other Sites:
 A discussion of  the truth or falsehood of  11 statements from Dan Brown’s book, The Da Vinci Code

  click here )

The Da Vinci Code
1. The Da Vinci Code? 

)

2. 

)

What does history reveal about the claims of  3. The Da Vinci Code? 
)

What are the major errors in 4. The Da Vinci Code? 
)

http://www.marx.org/archive/marx/works/1882/05/bauer.htm
http://www.contra-mundum.org/schirrmacher/rationalism.html
http://www.contra-mundum.org/schirrmacher/rationalism.html
http://www.knowjesus.com/Hist_Jesus.shtml
http://y-jesus.com/monalisa.php
http://www.kentcrockett.com/davincitruefalse.html
http://www.leestrobel.com/videoserver/video.php?clip=strobelT1028
http://www.leestrobel.com/videoserver/video.php?clip=strobelT1028
http://www.leestrobel.com/videoserver/video.php?clip=strobelT1090
http://www.leestrobel.com/videoserver/video.php?clip=strobelT1090
http://www.leestrobel.com/videoserver/video.php?clip=strobelT1096
http://www.leestrobel.com/videoserver/video.php?clip=strobelT1096
http://www.leestrobel.com/videoserver/video.php?clip=strobelT1097
http://www.leestrobel.com/videoserver/video.php?clip=strobelT1097


Lesson 3: Silencing The Old Testament Critics

Opening Prayer: 

The Old Testament
What is the message of  the Old Testament? 

Watch The Video: Lesson 3

front line to be killed in battle, and then took her to be his own wife. 

Read 2 Samuel 12:1-13.
1  

2   

3  

4  

 to him.” 

5  

6   

7 

 delivered you from the hand of  Saul. 

8  

 been too little, I would have given you even more. 

9  

 

11  

 your  wives and give them to one who is close to you, and he will lie with your wives in broad daylight. 

12 

13  
Then David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the LORD.”  

Digging Deeper: How Do They View The Bible?

Mormons believe the Bible is the Word of  God “as far as it is translated correctly.” Read article 8 of  the 

).

to be the word of  God as far as it is translated correctly.” Though we revere the Bible as the word of  God, there is no doubt that 

are generally reliable. Still, the Bibles we have today are the result of  many human interventions with room for error. Thus, relying 

and truly minor changes in the Book of  Mormon. Also look at 

).

Jehovah’s Witnesses
)  

  and m.

The New World Translation
  ).
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http://scriptures.lds.org/en/a_of_f/1/8#8
http://scriptures.lds.org/en/a_of_f/1/8#8
http://www.jefflindsay.com/LDSFAQ/FQ_changes.shtml
http://www.jefflindsay.com/LDSFAQ/FQ_Bible.shtml#lds
http://www.jefflindsay.com/LDSFAQ/FQ_Bible.shtml#lds
http://www.watchtower.org/e/jt/article_03.htm
http://www.watchtower.org/e/bh/article_02.htm)


Lesson 3: Silencing The Old Testament Critics

Opening Prayer: 

The Old Testament
What is the message of  the Old Testament? 

Watch The Video: Lesson 3

front line to be killed in battle, and then took her to be his own wife. 

Read 2 Samuel 12:1-13.
1  

2   

3  

4  

 to him.” 

5  

6   

7 

 delivered you from the hand of  Saul. 

8  

 been too little, I would have given you even more. 

9  

 

11  

 your  wives and give them to one who is close to you, and he will lie with your wives in broad daylight. 

12 

13  
Then David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the LORD.”  
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Sin, Judgment And Grace In The Bible

STORY        SIN   GOD’S JUDGMENT  GOD’S GRACE
Adam & Eve: 

Cain & Abel: 

Noah: 

Tower/ 
Babel
   bless all nations

in a world tainted by sin.

The Signi!cance Of The Dead Sea Scrolls

  errors (Muslims, Mormons, etc.)?

Closing Prayer: 

Digging Deeper: Why Do Bad Things Happen?

)

Digging Deeper  The Sopherim

were scribes who numbered the words and letters in each Old Testament book. They left lists with these statistics at the end 

).
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Digging Deeper: The Dead Sea Scrolls

   )

  )

  )

  ).

  

 )

  ).

NOTES

http://www.handwritingfoundation.org/deadsea.htm
http://www.kchanson.com/ANCDOCS/greek/johnpap.html
http://www.harvardhouse.com/Daniel_date-written.htm
http://www.christian-thinktank.com/qwhendan3x.html
http://www.jpost.com/servlet/Satellite?apage=1&cid=1178708608965&pagename=JPost%2FJPArticle%2FShowFull
http://www.jpost.com/servlet/Satellite?apage=1&cid=1178708608965&pagename=JPost%2FJPArticle%2FShowFull
http://science.howstuffworks.com/synchrotron.htm


Lesson 4: Did The Church Make Jesus Divine? 

Opening Prayer: 

Did Jesus Claim To Be Divine?

Watch The Video: Lesson 4
 

Read Matthew 16:13-20. (See also ) 

1)

13 

14 

15 
“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 

16  

17    

18  

19   

loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 

If  we switch a few words in verse 18 from English back into Greek we read, “And I tell you that you are petros, and on this petra I will 

build My Church.” Petros is a Greek masculine noun meaning rock or boulder. The feminine form petra means mountain. This switch 

The Da Vinci Code.

Read John 10:24-38.
24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

I and the Father are one.” 

31 

32 
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33 

34 

35 

36 

37 
Do not believe Me unless I do what my Father does. 

38 
But if  I do it, even though you do not believe Me, believe the miracles, that you may know and understand that the Father is in Me, 

and I in the Father.”

)

)

)

1. 

 

Closing Prayer

Name. Amen.

Digging Deeper: Oldest New Testament Manuscripts
th
 century A.D.

) 

)  

)

o m) 

)

)

)

)

 

Digging Deeper: Dating The Gospels
).
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http://www.codexsinaiticus.org/en/codex/default.aspx
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/04086a.htm
http://www.bible-researcher.com/codex-a.html
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/04080c.htm
http://www.biblefacts.org/history/oldtext.html
http://www.gotquestions.org/Textus-Receptus.html
http://www.safde.org/hwhistory.pdf
http://www.skypoint.com/members/waltzmn/UncialScript.html
http://www.skypoint.com/members/waltzmn/UncialScript.html
http://www.ctsfw.edu/library/files/pb/1246


 

Digging Deeper: Textual Criticism

  )

  )

   

  )

  )

 )
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NOTES

http://www.bible-researcher.com/causes.html
http://www.irr.org/Bible-Reliable.html
http://www.irr.org/Bible-Reliable.html
http://www.ctsfw.edu/library/files/pb/1851
http://www.ctsfw.edu/library/files/pb/1851
http://www.bible-researcher.com/endmark.html
http://www.bible-researcher.com/adult.html


Lesson 5: The High Price Of An English Bible 

Opening Prayer: 

Watch The Video: Lesson 5 

understood Latin.

Read Jeremiah 36:1-4, 11-32.
1 
2  

 

3  

 

4  

 them on the scroll.

11  

12  

13  

14  

15   

16  
W

 

17   

1 8 

19  

20   

21  

22  

23  

Learn Greek And Hebrew At Home
) from Concordia   

 Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind.

)
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http://itunes.csl.edu/


24  
The king and all his attendants who heard all these words showed no fear, nor did they tear their clothes.

25  
Even though Elnathan, Delaiah and Gemariah urged the king not to burn the scroll, he would not listen to them. 

26 

27  

 

28  

29 

 the king of  Babylon would certainly come and destroy this land and cut off  both men and animals from it?” 

31  

 

32

seriously. The king could have refused to have the scroll brought and read. But he made a strong statement by hearing it, then burning 

Closing Prayer: 
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24  
The king and all his attendants who heard all these words showed no fear, nor did they tear their clothes.

25  
Even though Elnathan, Delaiah and Gemariah urged the king not to burn the scroll, he would not listen to them. 

26 

27  

 

28  

29 

 the king of  Babylon would certainly come and destroy this land and cut off  both men and animals from it?” 

31  

 

32

seriously. The king could have refused to have the scroll brought and read. But he made a strong statement by hearing it, then burning 

Closing Prayer: 

Digging Deeper: The English Bible

  being translated into English?    
)

o 
)

The Story of John Huss (http://justus.anglican.org/resources/bio/7.html)

o 
)

The Story of  Desiderius Erasmus 

  )

The Story of  William Tyndale 

  )

The Origin of  the English Bible 

  )

  ) 

Men’s NetWork
going to www.lhmmen.com/subscribeblog.as

and every week you’ll hear the latest about what’s going on at the Men’s NetWork

considered daily on the Men’s NetWork Forum at www.lhmmen.com/foruminfo.as . 

      l

      m
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http://www.answers.com/topic/john-wycliffe
http://www.greatsite.com/timeline-english-bible-history/john-wycliffe.html
http://www.greatsite.com/timeline-english-bible-history/john-wycliffe.html
http://justus.anglican.org/resources/bio/7.html
http://www.greatsite.com/timeline-english-bible-history/john-hus.html
http://www.greatsite.com/timeline-english-bible-history/john-hus.html
http://www.greatsite.com/timeline-english-bible-history/erasmus.html
http://www.greatsite.com/timeline-english-bible-history/erasmus.html
http://www.williamtyndale.com/0welcomewilliamtyndale.htm
http://www.williamtyndale.com/0welcomewilliamtyndale.htm
http://www.greatsite.com/timeline-english-bible-history/index.html
http://www.greatsite.com/timeline-english-bible-history/index.html
http://www.gregandsheila.com/ag/kjv.htm
http://www.gregandsheila.com/ag/kjv.htm
http://www.lhmmen.com/subscribeblog.asp
http://file:///Volumes/projects/MN/bible%20studies/HOW%20WE%20GOT%20THE%20BIBLE?/3:11%20vsg%20duplication/www.lhmmen.com/foruminfo.asp%20
http://www.greatsite.com/about-us/company.html
http://www.dosimetryresources.com/PLM/PLM.htm


Full List Of Links Used In Digging Deeper Boxes Throughout This Study:

LESSON 1: The World’s Most Important Book  

The Muslim Objection To The Bible
“The Challenge of  Islam” 

4

8

Daniel 6:3-16
V

Original Autographs: How Were the Books of the Bible First Written?

V

2

l

l

l

m

m

l

Digging Deeper: Bible Images
Scanned Bible Images /

LESSON 2: Can We Be Con!dent In The Bible?

Digging Deeper: Divine Inspiration
f

Digging Deeper: The Effect of False Presuppositions
Socialism’s Rejection of  Christianity m

l

l

Digging Deeper: Errors in The Da Vinci Code
The Da Vinci Code 

Other Sites:
l

The Da Vinci Code

o 8

o 
o The Da Vinci Code claims 6

Major errors o 7

Digging Deeper: How Do They View The Bible?

7

s
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http://www.lhmmen.com/studydetail.asp?id=11684
http://www.lhmmen.com/studydetail.asp?id=12218
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_FNtqAkzpuU
http://video.yahoo.com/watch/3965726/10762482
http://www.archives.gov/preservation/formats/paper-vellum.html
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/history/video/ancient_sumerians.html
http://www.pbs.org/opb/historydetectives/video/3_history_writing.html
http://www.childrenofthecode.org/Tour/c5/bigbang.htm
http://www.childrenofthecode.org/Tour/c5/viral.htm
http://christdesert.org/Monastic_Studies/Scriptoria/index.html
http://www.bibles-online.net/
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1882/05/bauer.htm
http://www.contra-mundum.org/schirrmacher/rationalism.html
http://www.knowjesus.com/Hist_Jesus.shtml
http://y-jesus.com/monalisa.php
http://www.kentcrockett.com/davincitruefalse.html
http://www.leestrobel.com/videoserver/video.php?clip=strobelT1028
http://www.leestrobel.com/videoserver/video.php?clip=strobelT1090
http://www.leestrobel.com/videoserver/video.php?clip=strobelT1096
http://www.leestrobel.com/videoserver/video.php?clip=strobelT1097
http://lds.org/scriptures/pgp/a-of-f/1.8?lang=eng#7
http://www.jefflindsay.com/LDSFAQ/FQ_Bible.shtml#lds


m

m

LESSON 3: Silencing The Old Testament Critics

Digging Deeper: Why Do Bad Things Happen?
6

Digging Deeper: The Sopherim
l

Digging Deeper: The Dead Sea Scrolls
The Essenes m

l

Evidence for early writing of  Daniel m

m

DNA and the Dead Sea Scrolls 5    
The Synchrotron m

LESSON 4: Did The Church Make Jesus Divine?

Other sites:
Mark 8:27-30 V

Luke 9:18-20 V

Matthew 26:62-66 V

Mark 14:60-64 V

Luke 22:66-71 V

John 19:1-8 V

Digging Deeper: Oldest New Testament Manuscripts

m

l

m

l

l

f

l

Digging Deeper: Dating the Gospels
f

Digging Deeper: Textual Criticism
  and Variations b l

l

f

MEN’S NETWORK   20

http://www.watchtower.org/e/jt/article_03.htm
http://www.towerwatch.com/Witnesses/New_World_Translation/new_world_translation.htm
http://www.lhmgift.org/storefront/product.asp?by=cat&style=&id=Books/Booklets&code=6BE126
http://www.grmi.org/renewal/Richard_Riss/evidences/16trans.html
http://www.handwritingfoundation.org/deadsea.htm
http://www.kchanson.com/ANCDOCS/greek/johnpap.html
http://www.harvardhouse.com/Daniel_date-written.htm
http://www.harvardhouse.com/Daniel_date-written.htm
http://maxwellinstitute.byu.edu/publications/books/?bookid=12&chapid=55
http://science.howstuffworks.com/synchrotron.htm
http://www.codexsinaiticus.org/en/codex/default.aspx
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/04086a.htm
http://www.bible-researcher.com/codex-a.html
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/04080c.htm
http://www.biblefacts.org/history/oldtext.html
http://www.gotquestions.org/Textus-Receptus.html
http://www.safde.org/hwhistory.pdf
http://www.skypoint.com/members/waltzmn/UncialScript.html
http://www.ctsfw.net/media/pdfs/bragstadoriginofthegospels.pdf
http://www.bible-researcher.com/causes.html
http://www.irr.org/Bible-Reliable.html
http://www.ctsfw.net/media/pdfs/surburghistoricalgrammaticalmethod.pdf


l

l

LESSON 5: The High Price Of An English Bible

Learn Greek and Hebrew at Home
6

/

Digging Deeper: The English Bible
e

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

For Further Consideration:
l

  m
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http://www.bible-researcher.com/endmark.html
http://www.bible-researcher.com/adult.html
http://www.ctsfw.edu/Page.aspx?pid=406
http://itunes.csl.edu/
http://www.answers.com/topic/john-wycliffe
http://www.greatsite.com/timeline-english-bible-history/john-wycliffe.html
http://justus.anglican.org/resources/bio/7.html
http://www.greatsite.com/timeline-english-bible-history/john-hus.html
http://www.greatsite.com/timeline-english-bible-history/erasmus.html
http://www.greatsite.com/timeline-english-bible-history/william-tyndale.html
http://www.greatsite.com/timeline-english-bible-history/index.html
http://www.bible-researcher.com/kjvhist.html
http://www.greatsite.com/about-us/company.html
http://www.dosimetryresources.com/PLM/PLM.htm
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WWW.LHMMEN.COM

The Men’s NetWork is a Christ-centered, Scripture-guided, 
service-oriented fellowship committed to equipping and 
motivating men to greater levels of leadership and service 
as they become stronger disciples of Jesus Christ. At our 
website, www.lhmmen.com, we offer video Bible studies, 
ministry tools to deepen men’s faith, practical and easy-
to-use resources for hands-on service projects, and other 
useful information for men’s groups. 
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God’s Closet
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